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OBITUARIES

 Harold, Patty, Michael and families wish to express our 
gratitude to everyone for their support in the loss of our mother, 
Catherine Staples.  If you sent flowers, made a donation in her 
name, spoke kind words, thought of us, or were there for the 
visitation or funeral, we are truly grateful.
 We want to say thanks for the care and comfort provided 
to Mom by the amazing staff at Bee Hive and thanks to Mr. Joe, 
especially at the very end.
 Thanks to the wonderful Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon 

THANK YOU

Funeral Home staff for your guidance and care.
 We would also like to say a heartfelt thanks to the parish 
of St. Mary Magdalen for the many years of community you 
provided.  Our sincere appreciation goes to Fr. Bob, everyone 

who assisted in the funeral, our special pall bearers, Ralph, Alfred, 
Kelly, Ryan, Keagan, and Darrell, and the bereavement committee for 
the outstanding meal afterwards.
 We would be remiss if we did not mention mom's great 
neighbors and friends, H.C. and Linda Brown, and Joyce Noe.  Our 
deepest thanks for your friendship and graciousness, she loved you 
for it.
 If we missed anyone, please accept our deepest appreciation on 
behalf of our mom and family.

orPha oLa ashLey aLLen
 

Orpha Ola Ashley Allen, 97, Eliza-
bethtown, Ky., died Dec. 18, 2014 at 
her residence.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Graydon Theodore; a daugh-
ter, Barbara Allen; granddaughter, 
Belinda Kaye; and one great-grandson, 
Ryan Graydon.

She is survived by three grandchil-
dren, LaDonna Eastman, Elizabeth-
town, Scott Smiddy, Idaho Falls, Idaho, 

Angela Angus, Elizabethtown; four great-grandchildren, 
Jasmine, Ken, Daniele, Rhiannon; and a great-great 
grandchild, Ari.

She was a founding member of Longview United Meth-
odist Church and Radcliff United Methodist Church. She 
was also a Kentucky Colonel and a member of the Order 
of the Eastern Star.

Funeral services were held Dec. 22 at the chapel of Cof-
fey & Chism Funeral Home, Vine Grove, Ky. Rev. Darren 
Gillespie officiated. Burial followed in the North Hardin 
Memorial Gardens, Radcliff, Ky. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.coffeyandchism.com.

danny L. BroWn
 
 Danny L. Brown, 61, Brandenburg, Ky., died Dec. 21, 
2014, at Harrison County Hospital, Corydon, Ind. 
 He was preceded in death by his parents, Robert L. and 
Leona Brown; a daughter, Katharine Elizabeth Brown; and 
his mother-in-law, Mary E. McIntosh.  
 He is survived by his wife, Brenda McIntosh Brown; 
a son, Christopher Brown, Chicago, Ill; a brother, Bill 
(Faye) Brown, Cox’s Creek, Ky.; his father-in-law, Harold 
McIntosh, Brandenburg; and several brothers and sisters-
in-law; and nieces and nephews.
 He was a member of the Ada First Presbyterian Church; 
and he was retired from International Paper Company.
 Funeral Services will be held on Dec. 28 at 2 p.m. at 
the chapel of the Hager Funeral Home, with Rev. Jim 
Robinson, officiating.  Burial will follow in Cap Anderson 
Cemetery.    Visitation will be held at the 
funeral home from 10 a.m. until the time of service on 
Dec. 28.  Expressions of sympathy may take the form of 
contributions to the donor’s charity of choice.  
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com. 

harVey VIrgIL FIsher
 

Harvey Virgil Fisher, 88, Branden-
burg, Ky., died Dec. 16, 2014, at North 
Hardin Health and Rehabil itation 
Center in Radcliff, Ky.  

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Ethel May Fisher; a daughter, 
Bette L. Fisher; granddaughter-in-
law, Deborah McGivern; and a great-
grandson, Jordan Caleb Proff itt.  

He is survived by his daughter, Sherry (Tom) Mc-
Givern, West Point, Ky.; f ive grandchildren, Thomas 
McGivern IV, West Point, Kimberly Ann (Bob) Cox, 
Columbus, Ind., Regina (Bob) Tucker, Lincoln, Ill., 
Greg (Latima) Timberlake, Radcliff, Shara Timber-
lake, Brandenburg; two sisters-in-law, Dorothy Gasque 
and Marion Powell; a brother-in-law, Lester Pearsall; 
16 great-grandchildren; 12 great-great grandchildren; 
one great-great-great grandson; and several nieces and 
nephews.

He was retired from the United Sates Army and also 
had served in the United States Navy.  He was a member 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

Funeral Services were held Dec. 20 from the chapel 
of the Hager Funeral Home. Jason Perry off iciated.  
Burial, with military honors, followed in Cap Anderson 
Cemetery.  

edWard o. harroP
 

Edward O. Harrop, 78, Brandenburg, 
Ky., died Dec. 16, 2014 in Louisville, Ky.

He was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. July 4, 
1936 to the late Oliver and Mary Ellen 
Hauser Harrop. 

He was preceded in death by his sis-
ters, Alice Rondisa, Evelyn Reub; and 
brother, John Harrop.

He is survived by his wife of over 57 
years, Paula Ruth Benham Harrop; chil-

dren, Paul (Naomi) Harrop, Russellville, Ky., Neil Harrop, 
Brandenburg, Lisa (George) Nordenhold, Elizabethtown, 
Ky., Allison (Andrew) Willis, Elizabethtown and Kelley 
Harrop, Brandenburg; four grandchildren, Veronica Hes-
son, April Willis, Matthew Willis, Christopher Willis and 
Ana Willis; great-grandchildren, Jason Hesson, Brandon 
Diehl, Madison Diehl and Sophia Diehl.

He was a graduate of Bushwick High School in Brook-
lyn, N.Y., served in the Army at Fort Dix, N.J. and then 
Fort Knox, Ky.; married to his loving wife, Jan. 1, 1957 in 
Brandenburg; a retired N.Y. City Detective, serving for 
20 years; retired from Civil Service on Fort Knox after 
20 years; a member of NARF, the American Legion, the 
Detectives Endowment Association of N.Y. City, and a 
Kentucky Colonel.

Funeral services were held Dec. 19, 2014 at the 
Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral Home. Rev. David 
Waddle officiated.

Burial was Dec. 22 in the Kentucky Veterans Cemetery 
Central, Radcliff.

Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfunerals.com.

J.t. hutchIns sr.
 

J.T. Hutchins Sr. 90, Ekron, Ky., 
died Dec. 18, 2014, at the North Hardin 
Health and Rehabilitation Center, Rad-
cliff, Ky.    

He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Naomi Ruth Hutchins; and four broth-
ers, Charles, James, Jerry and Billy Bruce 
Hutchins.  

He is survived by two children, Sherry 
(Dwight) Price and Joseph T. (Lois) Hutchins Jr., both 
of Ekron, Ky.; two brothers, Virgil Hutchins and J.B. 
Hutchins, both of Bardstown, Ky.; five grandchildren, 
Chad Hutchins, Ben Hutchins, Ruth Ann Price, Samuel 
Price and Hannah Padgett; and seven great-grandchildren.

He was a member of Salem Baptist Church, where he 
served as a deacon for many years.

Funeral Services were held Dec. 22 from the chapel of 
the Hager Funeral Home. Rev. Guy Cornell officiated.  
Burial followed in Salem Cemetery.  

Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contribu-
tions to the Salem Baptist Church Building Fund.  

Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com.

                          carL Mercer

Carl Mercer, 83, Vine Grove, Ky., died Dec. 15, 2014 
at his home.

He is survived by his wife, Joyce Mercer, Vine Grove; 
a daughter and son-in-law, Renee and Jim Stamp, Eliza-
bethtown, Ky.; his son and daughter-in-law, David (Sandy) 
Mercer, Edwards, IL; a sister, Wilma Fiedler, Melbourne, 
FL; and three grandchildren, Tiffany Mercer, Lauren 
Stamp and Kyle Stamp.

He was a member of Elizabethtown Church of Christ.  
He and his wife, of 63 years, were the former owners of 
Mercer Cleaners in Vine Grove.  Carl Mercer was a veteran 
of the Korean War and was a Purple Heart recipient.

The funeral service was held on Dec. 18 at Nelson-
Edelen-Bennett Funeral Home, Radcliff, Ky.  Burial 
followed in the Elizabethtown Memorial Gardens in 
Elizabethtown, Ky.

Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.com.

rayMond Perks
 
 Raymond Green Perks Sr., 73, Radcliff, Ky., died Dec. 17, 
2014 at his residence.
 He was born Feb. 12, 1941 to Dud and Ruby Mae Green 
Perks. 
 He was preceded in death by three brothers, Jim, Lester, 
and Bill Perks; a sister, Margret Cleaver.
 He is survived by his significant other, Nancy Haynes; two 
children, Gayla (Mark) Cleaver, Raymond Green Perks Jr.; 
and a special son, James Halloway Sr.; five sisters, Mary Perks, 
Lannie Mae Ditto, Ester Perks, Velva Perks and Katherine 
Perks; two brothers, Embry and Harold Perks; five grand-
children; and 17 great-grandchildren.
 Services were held Dec. 22 at Alexander Funeral Home 
in Irvington, Ky. Cremation was chosen by the family.

theLMa Lorean neLson seVers
 
 Thelma Lorean Nelson Severs, 90, Union 
Star, Ky. died Dec. 16, 2014 at Breckinridge 
Memorial Hospital. 
 She was born Aug. 10, 1924 in Stephens-
port, Ky., the daughter of the late Floyd and 
Grace Chappell Nelson. 
 She was preceded in death by her husband, 
George Hurley Severs Sr., two grandsons, 
Paul Severs Jr and Bill Severs Jr.; two daugh-

ters-in-law, Linda Severs and Sherry Severs; two brothers, 
Omar Nelson and Wilbur Nelson; one sister, Lucille Lewis.
 She is survived by 11 children, George Hurley Severs Jr., 
Union Star, Ky., Paul (Joyce) Severs, Harned, Ky., Bill (Bon-
nie) Severs, Garfield, Ky., Larry (Martha Jean) Severs, Union 
Star, David Severs, Union Star, Dale (Karen) Severs, Hawes-
ville, Ky., Kevin Severs, Union Star, Janice (Michael) Curry, 
Louisville, Ky., Judy (Joe) Schnitterbaum, Mt. Washington, 
Ky., Robin Frank (Dale), Union Star, Becky (Chuck) Shel-
man, Ekron,Ky.; 23 grandchildren, 31 great-grandchildren; 
five great-great grandchildren; two sisters, Geneva Glasscock, 
Union Star and Elsie Polka, Chicago, Ill.; one brother, Ernest 
“Buddie” Nelson, Fairdale, Ky.
 She was a homemaker who enjoyed quilting and gardening. 
 Funeral services were held Dec. 19 at Trent-Dowell Funeral 
Home. Burial followed in the Union Star Cemetery. 
 Memorial contributions are requested to Union Star Cem-
etery, Becky Shelman, 240 Rolling Acres Drive, Ekron, Ky. 
40117.

By lida Bain pastor

During the holiday 
season and much of life, 
we find we are busy with 
much. I find myself getting 
frustrated because there is 
much to do and not enough 
time or help with it. We are 
told that we make our own 
schedules, however many 
times life determines that 
schedule. You may have 
awakened to a day that you 
planned on shopping or just 
resting and receive a phone 
call that sends you rushing 
to the hospital. 

So how do we respond to 
the everyday hassles of life 
and not become frustrated? 
Because I know the Word 
of God,  I hear it speaking 
in those moments to bring 
the calm or peace needed 
for that situation. I hear 
Jesus saying to Martha; 
“Martha, Martha, you 
are worried and troubled 
about many things. But one 
thing is needed, and Mary 
has chosen that good part, 
which will not be taken 
away from her.”  (Luke 

10:41-42)  NKJV
Now if you’re like me…

you’re thinking but some-
one has to do it!  Yet, 
what would happen to our 
frustration, if we’d take a 
moment and meditate on 
the promises of God. If 
we’d give up all for just that 
moment to sit and listen for 
the voice of Jesus saying, 
“Peace be still.”  If we’d 
hear Him say through the 
prophets of old…

 ‘Not by might nor by 
power, but by My Spirit,’  
Says the Lord of hosts.   
(Zechariah  4:6)    NKJV

Doesn’t that speak to 
you? Because it does to me!  
“Lida, you won’t accom-
plish all you need to do 
without      My Spirit. It’s 
not by your might, not by 
your power, but only by My 
Spirit within you.”   So stop 
being worried and trou-
bled by many things and 
remember… 

I [you] can do all 
things through Christ 
who strengthens me. [you]   
(Phil 4:13)  NKJV

When we come into the 
month of November we 
begin to think of Thanks-
giving. Paul the Apostle 
admonishes us to   “Thank 
[God] in everything [no 
matter what the circum-
stances may be, be thankful 
and give thanks], for this 
is the will of God for you 
[who are] in Christ Jesus 
[the Revealer and Mediator 
of that will].”   

 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
(AMP) 

Giving thanks and praise 
are very closely related. 
It is impossible to really 
praise the Lord without 
being thankful for all that 
God has done and will do. 
 Ephesians 5:20 
(AMP)  tells us “  At all 
times and for everything 
giving thanks in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
God the Father.” 

To be thankful at all 

Minister’s Corner 
times or to thank God IN 
everything, we have to have 
a right perspective and fully 
understand that Paul was 
not saying for everything 
but in spite of everything 
because being thankful not 
only draws us near to God 
but it will also draw others 
to us. 

Everyone is facing some 
battle or the other and 
when we are able to have 
an attitude of gratitude we 
will find;  not only our-
selves encouraged but will 
also be an encouragement 
to others.

So if we begin November 
with thoughts of thanks-
giving; how do we begin 
the month of December? 
Where does that take your 
thought life?  Do you think 
of the hectic preparations 
of all the family gather-
ings, the hustle and bustle 
of shopping, or do we step 
back and enjoy the beauti-
ful lights and remember 
the blessed times shared 
with our families?  Do we 
remember that December is 
the month we as Christians 
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Fred coursen sMIth Jr.
 

Fred Coursen Smith Jr., Brandenburg, 
Ky., died peacefully at the Masonic Home 
in Louisville on Dec. 18, 2014.  He was 
86 years old.  

He is preceded in by his wife of 59 years, 
Margaret B. Smith.   

He is survived by his son and his wife, 
Jeffrey C. Smith and Anne Steinbock 
Smith; his daughter, Holly E. Smith; his 
sister, Gladys Kintner, Newton, New Jer-

sey; and his grandchildren, Alexandra Bacon Smith (Jeffrey 
Bara), David Coursen Smith and Jeffrey Taylor Smith.  

He was a native of Sussex County, New Jersey, where he 
was a builder and a contractor specializing in historic restora-
tion and furniture making.

He was known to many as Bud, was a much beloved, loving 
father and an inspiration and mentor to those who knew him 
due to his kindness, his fine work, his absolute integrity and 
his indomitable spirit. He will be sorely missed.

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Kentucky 
Humane Society.  

A memorial service honoring Fred and Margaret will follow 
in 2015.


